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Holy City must not be treated like an ordinary prize of war.
It is, writes an early traveller, " the holy of holies, great
among the nations and princess among the princesses, by
especial prerogative called the City of the Great King. She
standeth in the midst of the earth, in the centre of the world,
and ajl nations shall flow unto her. She was the possession
of the Patriarchs, the cradle of our faith, the native country
of the Lord, the mother of the faith even as Rome is the
mother of the faithful. She hath been chosen and sanctified
by God, trodden by His feet, honoured by the angels, and
frequented by every nation under heaven ". The priests
urged that so sacred a trust as Jerusalem should be given into
the custody of the Church, but the Crusaders preferred a
warrior to govern them. They agreed, however, that he
must be a man whose life and morals would stand the most
minute examination. A committee of ten was set up to report
upon the candidates. As the choice was limited to the very
greatest leaders, possible rulers were few. Some of the chiefs
of the Crusade had deserted and sought refuge in Europe,
others had founded principalities for themselves before
reaching Jerusalem, and still others were either unwilling to
serve or had become unpopular because of their conduct
during the expedition.
Robert of Flanders, " the Lance and Sword of the
Christians ", delivered an exhortation in which he stressed the
importance of the choice. The ruler selected must, he said,
" cause goodness to spread throughout this land where Christ
has set the perfect example, must bring the infidels within the
bounds of the Christian religion, teaching them our customs
and making them appreciate the justice of our laws. If you
elect a man unworthy of the charge, our work will be wasted,
and shame will fall upon the name of Christian in this land.
... I beg of you to accept my words with the respect,
honesty, and loyalty with which I offer them, and to elect as
king the man who, by his virtues, shall be best equipped to